


stains to remain on the surface for easier removal.
Water, grease and oil are repelled while the stone still
breaths. Some impregnators contain enhancement
agents to deepen the color of the stone. Others will not
alter its appearance.

Topical sealers work best on very porous and
absorbent surfaces thus preventing water from staining
and insuring the easy removal of dirt. Some topical
sealers can be used to change the look of the stone.
Choose a topical sealer wisely as natural stone needs to
breath, allowing vapors to escape. Some sealers can
trap moisture in the stone, rendering it susceptible to
mold and mildew, and causing a break down of the
stone.

Ask the installer if they have protected the floor with
a sealer or an impregnator as it will be necessary to do
it later if they have not. This is one of the most impor-
tant maintenance steps and must be repeated as often
as every six months to a year, depending upon the foot
traffic. Most commercial sealers/impregnators are easy
to apply: one or two even coats; removal of the excess;
and about five to seven days to fully cure. Read all
instructions and applications on the packaging careful-
ly as there may be some variation between products.

Cleaning efiquette

Certain honed marbles may be cleaned with an acid-
based cleaner to remove stubborn mortar or grout
residue after installation and before sealing or impreg-
nating. It is recommended that the product be applied
to a small, inconspicuous test patch to determine its
effectiveness and the proper dilution ratio before begin-
ning. Prior to cleaning, coat the floor with water and let
it stand for ten minutes. This will allow the capillaries
of the stone to absorb the larger water molecules, thus
preventing the smaller molecules of the acid in the
cleaner from absorbing too deeply into the stone.

Remove excess water with a squeegee. Next, apply
the cleaner in the proper dilution to the surface of the
floor and vigorously agitate with a brush. After a few
minutes, remove the cleaning solution using a wet vac-
uum. The floor should be neutralized using an alka-
line-based (pH neutral) stone cleaner diluted with
clean water.

Older floors may have a heavy wax buildup on the
surface, causing yellowing and dullness. A basic strip-
ping procedure is recommended using a wax-stripper
designed specifically for the type of natural stone being
restored. A 750 rpm floor polishing machine with a
dark pad and a wet vacuum is needed.

The wax stripper should be applied according to the
product’s instructions, generally letting it sit on the
floor for ten minutes. Use the polishing machine to
work the area where the stripper has been applied until
the wax is removed, then rinse with clean water and
remove the water with the wet vacuum. Repeat the
process if necessary and let the floor dry for twelve
hours before protecting it with a sealer/impregnator.

The final step to bring out the natural beauty of a
newly installed or restored floor is the application of a
polish specifically designed for natural stone. There are
many different types, some solvent-based and others
solvent-free. Almost all polishes contain waxes and
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synthetic resins and some contain silicone.

These chemicals provide additional protection for
the floor, while preserving the natural color. It is best
to use a polish that cleans, cares and protects at the
same time, returning the original luster to the stone.
Some polishes, especially those containing silicone,
will polish out superficial scratches on the stone’s sur-
face.

Use a waxing machine with 750 rpms or 1500 rpms,
a white polishing pad and a quality stone polish.
Spread the polish evenly over the surface of the floor
and allow it to dry to a light haze. Use the polishing
machine in a circular motion, buffing out a small sec-
tion at a time. Repeat the process, if necessary, until the
desired luster is achieved. It is important to note that
some stone floors are severely damaged and will
require mechanical grinding by a professional in order
to restore the stone to its natural state.

The number one enemies to a natural stone floor
come in from the outside; these include sand, dirt and
ice salt. Heavy foot traffic can abrade the natural polish
of the stone, so dust-mopping is essential multiple
times a day depending on traffic. Simple daily mainte-
nance will insure that stone floors retain their naturally
beautiful appearance and the necessity of a costly pro-
fessional regrinding will be avoided. Proper care and
cleaning will result in a much desirable, brilliant, lus-
trous, natural stone floor.
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